
Six Reasons Why A Portion of Cap and Trade Auction 
Proceeds Should be Directed Toward Non-bottle Mixed 

Plastic Recycling Infrastructure1
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* Chart 8 Source: Calendar Year 2014 Report of Beverage Container Sales, 
Returns, Redemption, and Recycling Rates

1) Plastic Recycling reduces greenhouse gases
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* Chart 8 Source: Calendar Year 2014 Report of Beverage Container Sales, 
Returns, Redemption, and Recycling Rates
** Source: Plastic Recycling Collection: California Reach Study 2011

2) Californian’s have access to 
plastic recycling**

http://www.MooreRecycling.com
http://www.MooreRecycling.com
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3) California’a MRFs 
are generating non-
bottle mixed plastic 

bales

http://www.MooreRecycling.com
http://www.MooreRecycling.com
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* Source: 2013 National Postconsumer Non-Bottle Rigid Plastic Recycling Report
** A reclaimer converts dirty plastic bales into clean postconsumer resin (PCR)

5) California has reclamation** capacity for HDPE and 
PET but none for PP and PS

4) Unlike 
other parts of 
the country, 

most of 
California’s 
non-bottle 
plastic is 

being 
exported*

http://www.MooreRecycling.com
http://www.MooreRecycling.com


In conclusion, the most urgent need to expand plastic recycling in 
California, is to develop the infrastructure to separate mixed non-

bottle bales, and reclaim the PP and PS. Facilities that separate and 
reclaim non-bottle rigid plastic, exist in other parts of the country. 
California has one facility (it cannot handle all we generate) that 

separates mixed non-bottle plastic but there is no reclamation 
capacity for PP or PS in California.
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6) There is demand for all types of postconsumer resin 
(PCR) in California, in part because California has a law 

requiring recycled content in rigid plastic containers.
Currently, many manufacturers cannot find PCR 

(beyond PET and HDPE bottles) to use as content.

http://www.MooreRecycling.com
http://www.MooreRecycling.com


Building this separation and reclamation infrastructure is an 
appropriate use for a portion of Cap and Trade Auction Proceeds
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